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                              Press release no. 30/2016
European Union policy: RDP and EIP opening funding for innovations in agriculture
European Union Measures 4.1 and 16 are open to applications for financing. For the former, Rural Development Programs, the procedure and criteria for qualifying has been changed. Measure 16, on the other hand, under the European Innovation Partnerships in the RDP, one of the new RDP principles calls for the objective of favoring sharing experiences and knowledge.  
Investment in agricultural innovation is starting up with the opening to the regions of Measure 4.1 on funds available for this purpose and Measure 16 on European Innovation Partnerships programmed for 2014-2020. This development was made public during a meeting on RDP and EIP, New Opportunities for Agricultural Enterprises and Agro-Business Investing, organized by Edagricole on the second day of EIMA International. 
Rapporteurs spoke of a change of the criteria for qualifying for Measure 4.1 financing with the requirement for those applying to present an investment plan and state the the corresponding economic scale of the enterprise. Among authorized spending are the contruction/restructurization of production properties, landed property improvements, operational/processing plants, investments in intangibles as well as in machinery and equipment in line with innovation of the enterprise according to the criteria and priority which can vary within different agricultural supply chains. 
EIP Measure 16, on the other hand calls for Workshop Networking for innovation, one of the main new features in the Rural Development Programs. CREA researcher Anna Vagnozzi at work on EIP explained, “This option for rural networking is in operation in the Emilia Romagna Region where there 52 Operational Groups or OG.” The objective for these OGs is to spur collaboration between agricultural enterprises and research through the support and merits of innovation projects set up in farming, research and through technical events and possibly by other parties. Overall, the goal for the Italian regions is to reserve 625 GOs but for activating them Brussels has set out differing procedures. 
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